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AT LUNCHTIME

Meet your friends for
an informal Buffet
Lunch. Come along
between 11.45 and
2.00pm and enjoy

helping yourself from

the- traditional hot
dishes and cold table.

Family Lunch on
Saturday and Sunday
includes whole Roast

Joints from the Carvery.
All at one inclusive
price from Appetiser to
Coffee & Vat.

There are reduced

prices for children.
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IN THE EVENING

The widest choice of
dishes is made possible
by combining the

m Restaurant

a wild & desolate beauty

Fishing & Sailing

leaklow Moors

& Longdale Resevoirs

b

Kinder Scout & Mam Tor
Climbing, Walking, Pot Holing

Castieton & Edale
Statt of the Pennine Way

Sett Valley Trail
at Hayfield

popular steaks and

seafoods with the best Z
of traditional English q§ Q//j
cuisine from the Hot s

Carvery and Cold ol
Display. All at one C/Qg

inclusive price from
Appetiser to Coffee
& Vat.

Glossop Road (A626),
Chisworth, (Hyde) Cheshire, SK14 6RX

Telephone: Glossop 2704

Etherow Country Park
Sailing

Chadkirk Nature Trail

Marple Canal
Narrow Boats, lishing

Roman Lakes  HKoating
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Introduction

This is not a publication for the
professional rambler who will have
access to more detailed walks than
can be contained in this small book.
Rather it is directed at the man or
woman who doesn’t mind
abandoning the car occasionally
simply for the exercise and an

~ opportunity to take a closer look at
the town and its surrounds.

Glossop has previously suffered
under the handicap of being a town
for passing through en route to the
scenic grandeur of the Snake Pass.
Today more and more people are
discovering the town for its own
sake and amongst its attractions are:
the indoor and outdoor markets
where the visitor can enjoy a good
‘fuddle’; the swimming baths in the
delightful setting of Howard Park;
the old quarters of Whitfield and
Old Glossop; the attractions of
Manor Park with rides for children
on its miniature railway and, for
grown-ups, the real thing at the
Dinting Railway Centre, or more
correctly, The Bahamas Locomotive
Society. These are some of the
delights of Glossop which draw

people in increasing numbers every
year and this book completes their

enjoyment by offering a number of
short walks in and around the town.

They are not difficult to follow and
the O.S. Map, Sheet 110, or better
still the O.S. Dark Peak Outdoor
Leisure Map will help you to follow
the walks described. Distances are a
rough guide.

Where the walks include Old
Glossop and Whitfield, you should
allow yourself sufficient time in
which to explore the nooks and
crannies of these older parts of the
town. Old Glossop is particularly
photogenic. Because Glossop lies on
the edge of The Pennines, the
terrain is typically moorland once
the town has been left behind.
Don’t let this deter you since for
most of the walks you will re-trace
your steps to your car.

If you find these walks enjoyable
you might like to try those in the
companion books: Walking around
Hayfield and Walking around
Marple.



1. Old Glossop, Doctor’s Gate and Snake Pass

Distance: 5 miles each way
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Park your car in the Manor Park car park in now just a gentle stroll back into town.
Comn Street, then stroll through and enjoy

the attractions of the Park before embarking - For the enthusiast who wishes to walk the
on your next walk. longest of these three routes, you should

leave the exploration of Manor Park for
another time and apply yourself to this very
popular walk. From Mossy Lea bridges,

Depending on time, your fitness and
determination you can now choose one of
three walks from Old Glossop. First look locate the path over the stile, signed

around the village, it has real ‘olde worlde Doctor’s Gate and continue up the course of
charm and aspects which have graced many the Shelf Brook. The next reference is the

a calendar, the Old Cross being a favourite FEdwin Ambler Memorial Bridge which you
SUbJe.Ct' Folldowlthe l?ge }i)laStSLh?fbg ’ K cross thus leaving the brook on your left.
SERmIANS ANl AEnssIde Mie ouelh DEOGK. The track now becomes a little damp but it

Continue past the factory and you are very is well defined and eventually brings you to
SCion 1D open ealsE T this is Mossy Leg, its junction with the Pennine Way.
with Shire Hill towering over on your right. Incidentally, whilst O.S. maps usually mark
For the family with children who have spent this track as ‘Roman Road (course of)” it is
some time in the Park and now Spend more thought to be more llkely an Old pack horse
time in the brook — a popular pastime in the road. At the Pennine Way you can turn right
summer — you may be satisfied with the to jO.il'l the Snake Pass and its Summlt or
short walk across the footbridge, round the continue across 'I:he Way and in about half a
bottom side of Shire Hill and out at the mile reach the A57 at the Doctor’s Gate
Royal Oak and the golf course. culvert and the original junction with the
major road.
The next longer route continues up Shelf
Brook to its confluence with Yellowslacks The return walk to Glossop is about 3%
Brook and the stone Mossy Lea bridges. miles but, of course, downhill all the way.
Here turn right away from the brooks and By some careful calculation and persuasion
climb up to the lodge and the gate at the you could rendezvous with a driver on top

A57 and the top side of the golf course. It is of the Snake.
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2. Derbyshire Level and Whltﬁeld

Distance: 4 miles

This walk is by way of a ‘starter’, not too
difficult, yet offering a taste of the more
ambitious walks. Leave the town centre on
the A57, that’s the Sheffield road, and at the
Royal Oak, take the minor road opposite
and after passing the entrance to the golf
club climb the bank onto Derbyshire Level,
where you are rewarded with a view back
towards the town. The first turn right is your
reference for the return leg, but for now
continue to Moorfield crossroads, where
stands one of the numerous large houses of
Glossop, built by and for local industrialists,
in this particular case, for the Wood family.

The track off left climbs for yet more views,
and though it leads to open country is not of

immediate interest, though possibly a useful
reference for a later and more adventurous
walk. As you continue ahead at the cross-
roads you will notice over on your left a
shooting lodge, seemingly just stuck on the
hillside. This is part of the game shooting
scene and the moors are not always
available for access at these times. Notices
are always posted to announce the dates.

When you reach the dip where the road
bends, this is Gnat Hole Farm, through
which you follow the path leavmg the Bray
Clough Brook on your right. Cross the
stream by the footbridge and climb the
opposite bank to the row of houses known
as Lean Town, then up to the road and the



welcome seat at the top. Glossop has a
number of such strategically placed seats,
usually donated by former Mayors. Turn left
in the direction of habitation, this being
Whitfield which, like Old Glossop, has an
interesting collection of old houses. Many of
them are dated, though some are not readily
visible from the main road for Whitfield is
an area of nooks and crannies. One
historical building which is not difficult to
locate is the former Joseph Hague School
which dates from 1779.

Like Old Glossop, Whitfield once boasted
two chapels, and though now serving other
purposes, some will say that they are
perhaps equally useful. One is a Youth
Centre and the other a Masonic Lodge. In
contrast, the two former chapels in Old
Glossop have been converted to industrial
use.
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The walk continues past the Joseph Hague
School, staying on the top road, ignoring the
steep left turn and going ahead. At Number
53 Cliffe Road, you turn right up a track to
pass Bank House then, as you approach
Field Head Cottages, turn left on the rough
track as far as the iron stile right. Climb the
field, leaving the wall on your right and
making for the white, Brownhill Farm. Here
you may continue past the farm staying on
the gravel track to meet Kidd Road, where
it’s left and left again at the Moorfield cross-
roads and continue along Derbyshire Level.
Alternatively, you may locate the gap in the
wall before Brownhill Farm, go diagonally
across the field to the next wall where you
can look down on Jumble Farm. Descend
the field path by the trees to the farmyard
and out on to the track which you climb to
reach Derbyshire Level again. Here, turn
left for the Royal Oak and Sheffield Road.
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3. Crowden, Pennine Way and Laddow Rocks

Distance: 7 miles each way
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This is another ride, park amd walk
operation with a quite pleasant drive to the
hills where the walks are located. Take the
B6105 Woodhead Road out of Glossop and
take it with caution for it has a Devil’s
Elbow bend and several narrow spots which
require extra care. Beyond Devil’s Elbow
the huge gritstone mass of Bramah Edge
looms high on the right-hand side. After
crossing what used to be a busy railway line
‘twixt Manchester and Sheffield you meet a
recently established picnic area overlooking
the reservoirs. Incidentally, in order of
appearance from west to east as you view
and/or pass them, they are Bottoms where
sailing is permitted, Valehouse,
Rhodeswood, Torside and Woodhead. The

road crosses the dam between the two last
named.

At the major road, the A628, turn left, it’s a
tricky turn, then turn right after the ’phone
box where you can run into the car park and
walk on to the hostel. Should you not have
the appropriate map with you one is usually
displayed here. Now, with the hostel behind
you, walk ahead between the stone walls
leaving the camp site to your left as you
bend round to the stile and the stretch of the
Pennine Way which you will now walk.

At the top of the rise and the small
plantation, turn right with the Pennine Way
footpath sign and stay with the iron railings
looking down on outdoor pursuit



establishments. At the Open Country sign
and the next stile, a path leads off left
behind the wall. It climbs past Highstone
Rocks to Lad’s Leap at 1560 feet with
Robinson’s Moss across right. After Black
Gutter you descend Didsbury Intake and
wend your way down the wooded hillside to
the A628 again. Turning left you can walk
back to the car park at Crowden and there
are two separate tracks leading off left if you
should wish to leave the highway and return
via your outward track.

Now, back at the Pennine Way the longer
linear route lies ahead via Laddow Rocks to
Dovestone Reservoir. After the Open
Country sign pass the Cairn Memorial to
Harry Phillips and after the point where the
railings are no more you have views ahead
up the valley to ‘Castles Rocks’ high above
Crowden Great Brook. After crossing a
stream climb towards the boulders ahead,
but veer left to the holly bush and the flatter
walk across to the next ravine, Oaken
Clough. Cross this and climb to the new
fence and re-routing due to much visitation
by walkers in time past. Now keep to the
edge where the path is fairly well defined
but do watch your step and stop. if you

intend to admire the view which is
spectacular.

Better perhaps to reach Laddow Rocks then
have a breather whilst taking in the vista.
The Pennine Way continues ahead with the
Rocks but you should now strike out left
across the boggy terrain and pick up the
cairn-marked path. Peat rises on either side
of you and you soon pick out Chew
Reservoir as you wind your way on and
down through Chew Clough. After the
reservoir you continue the gradual descent
with Chew Brook on your left until just
before Dovestone and around the Open
Country access point where you cross the
brook and walk on to the reservoir itself.

Now, if you have managed to negotiate a
rendezvous, this will be your pick-up point
or its public transport home from nearby
Greenfield.

By way of a starter and simply to enable you
to gain height and admire the view down the
Longdendale Valley, you can follow the
signed footpaths which rise steeply behind

the hostel. If you descend by the old chapel,
you can re-join the main road and quickly

return to the car park.
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+. Lantern Pike, Rowarth and Matley Moor

Distance: 3, 4 and 5 miles

This is a “three in one” walk with actually
further alternatives depending on time,
weather and, most important, a co-operative
car driver! Taking Lantern Pike first this
requires you to park at the bottom of Slack
Lane in Little Hayfield (opposite the mill).
Walk on to pass the cottages then, ignoring
the sharp right turn, go ahead through the
iron gate taking the path which hugs the

10
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bottom of the hill. The T.V. mast at Birch
Vale is on the skyline ahead and then the
mill chimney, closer at hand, as you walk on
to Bank Cottage where you meet the minor
road coming up from Hayfield.

Turn right here and walk on past Cliff Villas
right, to Windy Knowle where, at this
house, a track runs up right but there is still



no signpost. Now pass the lone house Sunny
Side and go ahead through the iron gate to

the National Trust sign and here make a
decision to climb or go along the flat.

On a clear day the climb left up the Pike
(keeping the wall to your left) is quite
rewarding and on the summit is a stone
memorial to Edwin Royce with an
explanatory map around its edge.

From here, with or without binoculars, and
in a clockwise direction from approximately
north you can identify: Cown Edge, Black
Hill, Bleaklow, Mill Hill, Kinder Downfall,
Kinder Low, Brown Knoll, Mount Famine,
Chinley, Shining Tor, Bowstones, Marple,
Cobden Edge, Mellor and back to Cown
Edge. On a clear day you may also pick out
Holme Moss television mast.

From the summit the path leads onto
another National Trust signpost where it
meets the lower path which has followed the
wall. In bad weather this might be your
alternative route.

Now go ahead through a new section where
gates and walls have been re-built and then
observe ahead Blackshaw — a kind of rural
Spaghetti Junction with a signpost indicating
six different routes. You will pass that spot
on another walk but for the moment strike
right across a short boggy piece and turn
right to follow the wall downhill.

You will pass a wood on your left, some
farm buildings, Cliff Bank Cottage and
eventually appreciate that you are above
Slack Mill and the cottages. Turn left to pass
in front of the cottages and on to your car.

This second section is in the area of Monk’s
Road and takes in Rowarth and Cown Edge
but see also Cown Edge Rocks and
Coombes Edge walk.

A convenient parking spot would be where
Monk’s Road turns off right at the top of
Chunal (the A624 from Glossop) which is
Hollinworth Head. Walk on the metalled
road to the farm cottage right opposite
which are two tracks. Take the first short
one simply to view the Abbot’s Chair which
is located to the right of the gate. Its shape, a
stone armchair without legs, is the clue to its
name. The second track, exactly opposite
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the cottage, will take you round the edge of
Matley Moor and, keeping with the left
track, on to Matley Moor Farm. Pass in front
of the farm and bear left on the track
towards Blackshaw passing first Bullshaw
Farm on your right.

At the multi-signed post take the first right
for Long Lee and Rowarth and enter this
tucked away village at the Little Mill Inn
where, if your timing is right, you can take
refreshment. From the Inn take the track
past the cottages to the village itself and here
the alternatives are; go up the street to the
T+junction then right and on down to the
ford, or go through the snickett by the
phone box and reach the ford that way. By
the ford there is a stile on your left, the path
leads between some trees keeping left of the
stream to reach a track. Here follow the
footpath sign right, crossing the stream, the
track now passes a farm building with a little
waterfall nearby. Continue along a road
passed Grove House until you reach a
junction where there are two signposts. Take
the right-hand one going along a wide track,
go over the stile at the top by a metal gate to
reach Matley Moor Farm ahead. Now re-
trace your route over Matley Moor to the
Abbot’s Chair and your car.

From your O.S. or Dark Peak map and the
map which accompanies this walk you will
see that other alternatives are possible in this
area.

Abbot’s Chair



5. The Nab, Monks Road, Cown Edge Rocks

and Coombs Edge

Distance: 3, 4 and 5 miles

Once again the car parking spot is where the
Rowarth road leaves Monks Road at
Plainsteads. The way ahead on foot is
through the gate towards Cown Edge Farm,
a steady climb to the Edge and a choice of
routes. At the farm turn, continue ahead
along the bridleway to the finger post and
make your choice. The path left is to
Rowarth and this may have been your
return route from a visit to that village.

The way ahead is The Cown Edge Way
which is a through route from Hazel Grove
to Gee Cross, and is way-marked. This was
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in fact carried out by the Manchester area of
the Ramblers Association who made this
their confribution to European Conservation
Year 1970. Amber discs or arrows pick out
the route. The post reads: ‘Bridleway to Gun
Road’ and the path takes you past Robin
Hood’s Picking Rods which are stones
supposedly marking a manorial boundary.
At Gun Road, the way left is to Rowarth, to
the right is Chisworth and ahead The Cown
Edge Way will take you via the old drift
mine which itself was a rarity in this
mechanised age. This is Ludworth Moor and
the minor road by the mine will take you






