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Introduction

When the highly successful book
‘Wakking around Glossop’ was ready to
be re-printed the time was opportune to
include some new walks and check that
the old ones presented no problems.

There are many local people who enjoy
walking the lovely and sometimes bleak
countryside which surrounds the town
and it seemed a good idea to invite them
to say which particular walk pleased
them.

In keeping with the first edition, this
book is directed at the person who
doesn’t mind abandoning the car simply
for the exercise and an opportunity to
take a closer look at the town and its
surrounds.

Glossop had previously suffered under
the handicap of being a town for passing
through en route to the scenic grandeur
of the Snake Pass. Today, more and
more people are discovering the town
for its own sake and amongst its
attractions are: the indoor and outdoor
markets where the visitor can enjoy a
good ‘fuddle’; a swimming baths in the
delightful setting of Howard Park; the
old quarters of Whitfield and Old
Glossop; the attractions of Manor Park
with rides for children on its miniature
railway and, for grown-ups the real thing
at the Dinting Railway Centre.

These are some of the delights of
Glossop which draw people in increasing
numbers every year and this book
completes their enjoyment by offering a
number of walks in and around the
town.

They are not difficult to follow and the
O S map, Sheet 110, or better still the

O S Dark Peak Outdoor Leisure Map will
help you to follow the walks described.
Distances are a rough guide.

Where the walks include Old Glossop
and Whitfield, you should allow yourself
sufficient time in which to explore the
nooks and crannies of these older parts
of the town. Old Glossop is particularly
photogenic.

Because Glossop lies on the edge of the
Pennines much of the terrain is typically
moorland and, in Pennine Way country,
quite bleak. But there are also pleasant
walks on the lower slopes and through
the Longdendale Valley where water
abounds.

If you are a stranger in town there are
two Information Centres which are
staffed by friendly personnel who are
most willing to help you enjoy your visit.
The town’s TIC is on the station
forecourt whilst the National Parks
Information Centre is at Torside and is
open weekends during the summer.
Also, for those who like to reminisce,
there is a thriving Heritage Centre in
Henry Street.

There is too, an extremely knowledge-
able and helpful person in the guise of a
Peak National Park Ranger and in return
for his desire that you enjoy the country-
side, he simply asks that you respect the
country code—particularly with regard
to footpaths, gates, dogs on leads and, of
course, litter.

If you find these walks enjoyable you
might like to try those in the companion
books: Walking around Hayfield, More
Walks around Hayfield, Walking around
Disley/Marple and Walking around
Chapel-en-le-Frith and Chinley.



1. Glossop Town Walk
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This first walk will be of interest to those who
have come to reside in the town but have not
yet had an opportunity to discover it in some
detail. It combines the pleasanter parts on
higher slopes where views are excellent with
some of the industrial heritage. The changing
face of the town will also be appreciated, with
modern supermarkets where once stood
those ‘satanic mills’ we often think about.
Sadly, there are darker sides, particularly
around the river which seems to attract litter
and waste, but there are rumblings amongst
those who care about the town. When the
projected riverside walk is fully developed we
shall, hopefully, enjoy a much improved vista.

Car parking for this walk as described, which
can be undertaken within the space of two
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hours, is Corn Street, Manor Park, but you
could choose an alternative since the walk is
circular. Walk through the park and exit in
Old Glossop by the Post Office, then walk up
to the church, turn left to go up past both
church and school to the junction where
Thorpe Street begins. Walk up this street and
ignore the right-hand sweep of Blackshaw
Road and continue along Thorpe Street
which now descends to where the definitive
path has been much improved. You will bear
left with the path and climb to Woodhead
Road, the B6105, and walk across, with care.
Now take the stile on the right-hand of the
drive to Kingsmoor Fields and walk on
parallel to the drive. Keep the newish fence to
your left and turn left behind the bungalow
to join Bowden Road by the side of the new

~I



fencing and Number 12. Walk down to pass
the grit box and join the main road through
The Heath and turn right to the pillar box
and Bexley Close. At the top of this Close and
to the right of the double garage is a footpath
and track going up between the older
houses—Heath Farm Cottage and Heath
Lodge. In the end wall of Barnside House is
a green Victorian letter box but I don’t
imagine it is for general use! Ignore the dirt
road right and make for the double field
gates left and the stone stile. Enter the field
and walk on with the raised mound and
hawthorn hedge to your left and then swing
right at the next gate and the sports field to
walk up between the fencing to Cemctery
Road. Where you join this road turn left and
walk on to the next junction, North Road and
turn left again to the first track right which
you take. After a few yards swing right on the
lower track which can be muddy as you join
it. The views across right are of Padfield,
Tintwistle and the hills beyond and you are
walking around the foot of Castle Hill. This is
also a bridle path and there are some more
muddy bits to negotiate as you proceed.

At the next fork you will note a path right
which descends steeply to Bankswood if you
wish to explore that area. Your route is ahead
on the higher of the two paths which now run
forward. By keeping to the high ground you
will have better views of Bankswood below
and a drier route since the left-hand path is
somewhat sunken. Go ahead through the top
line of the trees until you rejoin the bottom
track as they merge, to walk on down a gully
between walls to reach a wider dirt track. This
has come up right from Bankswood and you
are exactly opposite the rear of Hadfield
Community School which is down below
across the railway line. Now take the path
diagonally opposite which again descends
between walls and which is rock strewn to
combat some of the wet. This is wild
blackberry bush country and since there are
numerous opportunities to pick the fruit you
may wish to carry some form of receptacle
with you. You can’t really escape the wet and
in fact, the path follows the line of the stream
as it drops down to join a drier section by the
side of the railway. Turn left and walk on to
the first bridge which is Shaw Lane. There are

‘patriotic’ iron gates here, painted red, white
and blue and you become aware of some old
quarry workings—this is Mouselow and the
site of the old Glossop Brickworks left, where
bricks as well known as the Accrington were
produced for many years.

Do not walk on the bridge but cross to the
opposite stile and the steps down to the path
which continues with the railway line still to
your right. You are now aware of a new
roadway left which has been built to facilitate
the removal of shale, etc. from the old works.
This stretch to the next exit point is quite wet
and you will need to pick your way along.
Before proceeding further, note across right,
the route of the famous Dinting Viaduct and
topography of this particular part of the
valley. Keep away from the new road and walk
on to climb a little, then turn right to drop
down quite steeply by awkward steps to the
road. This is a blind corner and you must
take care as you cross over to the station side
of the road. Walk on to the second station
approach left and walk down to the right-
hand corner where you will note a path which
descends quite steeply to the feet of the
pillars—passing yet more blackberry bushes.
You will observe across right the two fishing
lodges which are very popular with local
fishermen. Walk under the arches to the stile
opposite which you will take but first, walk
down to the next stone pillar, (you will note
that they are either brick or stone), and if
children are with you they might play ‘count
the masons’ marks’. These marks of various
shapes and sizes are not difficult to identify
and continue as high as the ninth row of
stonework. Some background reading on the
construction of the arches would perhaps
reveal whether or not they actually are
masons’ marks.

From this stone pillar walk back up to the
next brick pillar and take the pathway right,
(ignoring the left fork), which first passes
some kind of rusty iron air vent. Go ahead to
climb a wooden stile and now note left the
top end of the Dinting Vale Industrial Estate
which is gradually being developed. Because
the mills are no more, there are numerous
small industrial sites being developed in
various parts of the town.



This riverside path is part of the projected
path which various bodies hope to bring to
fruition in the not too distant future. On this
next stretch the path hugs the high bank of
the river and in parts it can be somewhat
tricky unless you keep over to the line of
fencing posts to your left as you walk along.
Certainly if children are on the walk you
would be advised to keep a tight rein on them
around here. At the time of writing this is not
a particularly scenic part of the walk and
much work needs to be done to clear the area
of unsightly rubbish. You will need to pick
your way along to the new fencing and the
red bricked bungalow right where you exit on
Dinting Lane.

Here turn right to the A57 and then left to
the bridge where you can see the confluence
of the two waters—the one coming under the
road from the right and Glossop Brook
coming down from the town. Stay on the
main road towards the town and pass the
newsagents to the gap left for the Lancashire
Chemical Company, (the sign is on the
opposite side of the road). Now walk on over
the river bridge to observe the old tramway
offices and shed to your left. Do not enter the
vard but take the path right by the river and
the old sluice valves. Walk on the path to the
footbridge which crosses a rather weedy
brook and climbs up between wire fencing to
reach the back of Tesco’s where some new
buildings are being erected and the line of
the path has been somewhat disturbed. The
guardians of our footpaths will no doubt
ensure that it is reinstated and you will then
walk along behind Tesco’s service entrance to
the car park and the steps left which leave the
roadway to take you on to your next path.
Note: On Tesco’s car park a path runs down
from the zebra crossing to the main road.
This was the old ‘grab alley’ and you should
ask older locals why it was so named—they
could tell you they had helped name it! Now
take the path as described and walk
diagonally right to the corner of the football
ground where the town’s team play in a
minor league. Older Glossopians will recall,
with some pride I suspect, the days when

Glossop played on North Road and rose to
the dizzy heights of the First Division, alas for
but a brief spell.

Walk along by the football ground and the
factory to the first street right, Shrewsbury
Street, and walk down to pass another
Glossop landmark of yesteryear—the old
chapel. At the High Street there is a
convenient pedestrian crossing by the river
bridge. Cross over and take the path which
keeps the river to your left and walk on
through Harehills—The Sandhole—to note
across left the buildings which once housed a
glove factory. As you exit onto Phillip Howard
Road opposite the Market Ground, pause to
read the plaque in the stonework which
informs you that in 1921 the grounds and the
road were presented to the town by Lord
Howard of Glossop in memory of his son,
Phillip Fitzalan Howard who lost his life in
the 1914/1918 War and too, in memory of all
the men of Glossop who also lost their lives.
The road is tree lined and gives much
pleasure in Glossop to those wending their
way home from the town. Your onward route
crosses the road to the telephone exchange
building and follows the steep hand-railed
path to the main road, Victoria Street. Cross
straight over to Gladstone Street, the vet’s is
to your left and Body Check, in another of
Glossop’s old chapels, is to your right. Walk
up Gladstone Street to the third street left,
Bank Street, which is not metalled, and walk
on down to river level. Cross over where a
bank rises steeply to your right and a mill
yard is left. Keep the river still on your left
and make for the footbridge and the new
road on the Croft Manor estate. Turn left to
walk up to the High Street, (A57) and cross
over by the raised flower bed feature and on
into Corn Street and your car. By reading the
walk before embarking on it you can join it at
the point most convenience to yourself. If you
are not happy with the stretches which still
require some attention you can, of course
bypass them until such time as they are
improved. Incidentally, it has not deterred
parents from taking their offspring along as
they have walked this route.



2. Derbyshire Level and Whitfield

Distance: 3-5 miles
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Derbyshire Level is very popular with local
people and Sadie and Bernard Bruckshaw
find it to their liking as an evening stroll.
There is a feeling of being out in the country
yet not too removed from the town and there
are interesting viewpoints from which well-
known landmarks can be identified. You can

start the walk in Old Glossop and proceed
along Mossy Lea as for Walk 4, then cross the
footbridge to enable you to climb the western
side of Shire Hill. At the top right-hand
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corner you will note the housing estate below
and the track which takes you down to the
AB7 and the Royal Oak. Cross this busy road
with care and take the minor road which runs
on over the brook to pass the Wind in the
Willows Hotel. Now climb quite steeply to
pass Hurst Farm right and a notice left
offering various produce. On the Level you
now have several alternatives: walk straight on
to the Moorfield crossroads where, if you turn
left you can walk up into open country for



even more spectacular views, then return to
the crossroads; half-way along Derbyshire
Level is the farm road down to Jumble Farm
which will be your next reference. The
immediate choice once you have climbed the
steep bank takes the footpath just before the
large house right, Hurst Villa, and descends
by the fence to the new housing estate,
Shirebrook Park. You will exit by Warwick
Close where a gravel path runs in front of the
houses to the through road, Hathersage
Drive. Turn left here and walk on as though
circling the estate and at the junction with
Bracken Way, the last avenue on the left, you
will see the path ahead. It now runs between
high fences to the stream which you cross to
climb the steep bank and cross the field to
the track where again you have a choice. By
turning right you pass the barn and the site
of Lower Jumble and walk on Carr Lane to
where it exits on Cliffe Road. If you turn left
towards the farm you can take a stile right
before the stream and walk across the back of
the farm buildings to another stile where you
turn right and follow the path which climbs
the hill to the far corner of the stone wall.
This has now brought you to the top side of
the prominent white Brownhill Farm where a
left turn will take you down the gravel drive to
Kidd Road.

If you go ahead, not turning to Brownhill,
you will join another track which goes ahead
and descends to habitation leaving the wall to
your left. At the iron stile turn left on this
track as though making for Field Head but
take the track right which exits by Number 53
Cliffe Road, Whitfield. Make a short detour
here to walk on left past the Beechive and note
the old Hague’s School right with its
descriptive tablet.

Now return to Number 53 and walk on Cliffe
Road to the end row of cottages, Bright’s
Terrace. A utilitarian road sign tells you that
this is Morley Street and the more decorative
tablet high on the gable end also offers the
same information. Walk down ‘The Bonk’ as
it is known locally to the Tjunction where
you turn right for a few yards to pass behind
Number 3 Cross Cliffe where a footpath sign
is located. You can now see your way ahead
which is over the brook and on to the new
road which exits at Corn Street, the entrance

to Manor Park and your car if you are using
this car park.

Once again, reference to the O S map will
reveal several possibilities in the area. As
mentioned above, the track left at Moorfield
which leads up to the old turves pits could be
the start of a more ambitious sortie into open
country. The large house, scene of location
shots for television, is an example of the
large houses built by and for past local
industrialists—in this case the Wood family.
By continuing along Derbyshire Level from
these crossroads you will note left another
track leading to open country and across on
the hillside a shooting lodge. This is a
reminder that from the Glorious Twelfth the
moors are not always available for access and
notices to this effect are posted at access
points.

By continuing along this metalled road you
will meet Bray Clough Brook and the
footpath right through Gnat Hole Farm, the
site of the Gnat Hole Mill. Cross the stream
by the footbridge and climb the opposite
bank to the habitation known as Lean Town,
then up to the road, (Hague Street), and the
welcome seat at the top. Glossop has a
number of such strategically placed seats,
usually donated by former Mayors. Turn left
and as you now proceed towards the nooks
and crannies of Whitfield you will observe on
your right a footpath sign. By climbing this
bank and striking across left and right you
can pass behind the old quarries to Field
Head and join the route quoted above.
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3. Swineshaw, Padfield and Reservoirs

Distance: 5 miles
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Another of the popular walks which have grounds to pass a fishing lodge right and
their origin in Old Glossop. Bute Street lies bungalow and cottage left. Some maps also
behind Blackshaw Road and is signed for indicate Broom Hill to your left and you
Shire Hill Hospital. Walk up as far as the should now locate a simple footbridge which
hospital drive, then take the track right which crosses the stream just below a picturesque

bends left to continue up beyond the hospital waterfall. Over the bridge bear right to climb
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